
 

 

  
Why did we undertake this project? 
 
The war memorial in Amington cemetery forms part of the annual Remembrance Day 
service. It was erected in 1917 but, unusually, no names were recorded. The monument 
itself was in near perfect condition and only required cleaning but unfortunately the 
concrete foundation had started to crumble and the shrub border surrounding it needed to 
be replaced.  The inscription reads 'This cross is erected to the memory of the Fallen Heroes 
of Amington presented to the cemetery by E.J. Cole Tamworth 1917'. The questions raised 
were an excellent stimulus for research by volunteers. 
 
How it was done  
  

Tamworth Borough Council is responsible for both 
cemetery and monument and a Heritage Lottery bid was 
obtained to support the refurbishment of the memorial. 
The research was undertaken in liaison with 6th Tamworth 
(Amington) Scout Group assisted by experienced 
researchers and other volunteers.  Work on the monument 
itself was undertaken by Memsafe Ltd and Streetscene, to 
be completed by 4th August 2014, the anniversary of the 

start of WW1 and a national commemoration day.  Research was undertaken throughout 
the winter months of 2013/2014 alongside a programme enabling scouts to obtain two 
badges Viz. learning about the local community and IT.  An appeal was published via the 
internet and through the Letters pages of the Tamworth Herald for local families to come 
forward with information and also to provide pictures and memorabilia. 
 
The Research 
 

Twenty three scouts were tasked with finding out about 
those from Amington who lost their lives in WW1. They 
looked into the genealogical and military history of each 
of the twenty one soldiers recorded in various places as 
having come from Tamworth.  They used the census and 
ancestry sites in order to find out about other family 
members and their lives before they went to war. The 
battles that they took part in and where they died have 

been commemorated on an information board and the information added to a website 
along with a map of the main war zone: The Western Front.  
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To further develop understanding of the soldier’s 
experiences, artefacts were borrowed from Roger Bragger 
and Bill Walton.  Local re-enactor Jed Jarrod spent an 
evening with the group, sharing stories of what the 
soldiers had to cope with.  A feeling for life in the trenches 
was experienced through a visit to the Staffordshire 
Regimental Museum, which features a WW1 trench and 
variety of WW1 artefacts.  Diane Wells undertook to 
research the E.J. Cole family connection and why the monument had been erected before 
the end of the war. 
 
The outcomes 
 

 Details of the Monument - The Cemetery itself was opened in 1914 and consecrated 
by the Lord Bishop of Lichfield on Saturday March 14th. The stone cross monument is 
dated 1917. The cross is known as a ‘Fleuree’ and is often seen on or in churches, 
especially at the apex of gables as a form of consecration cross. It is a symbol of 
sacrifice and hope of resurrection, very appropriate for a war memorial. The name 
derives from the French word meaning flowered, thus 
symbolising both the cutting down of men in the flower of 
their youth and the hope of new eternal life after death. 
The four sides of the shaft are also symbolic, in 
Christianity, of the earth or world and it could be said that 
they symbolise the world the soldiers fought to preserve 
in peace. The block or plinth upon which the cross and 
shaft rest could represent the rock upon which true 
Christian hope for peace stands. The three main steps of 
the memorial represent faith, hope and charity (more 
often love nowadays). The largest step being charity as 
this is considered the greatest theological Christian virtue. 
 

 E.J. Cole and family - No direct references to the monument have been found so far 
but research revealed further information about Mr Cole and his family. In early 
census records he is recorded as an apprentice to a plumber, Wm. Fletcher at 
Harlaston, and later as a decorator living at 91 Gungate, Tamworth. (By 1901 he had 
moved to 27 Gungate ‘the Golden Cup’ and is recorded as a plumber and innkeeper 
using the rear of the building as an undertaker. In 1911 he is recorded as an 
innkeeper but has moved to 35 Gungate.  Mrs Mary Cole (could this be his mother?) 
has a sweetshop next door to E.J. Cole & Sons funeral service.  Photographs exist 
both of the sweetshop and his horse drawn glass sided hearse. He demolished some 
half-timbered buildings in Upper Gungate to build the new shop and funeral parlour 
which exists now as the Tamworth Co-operative funeral service. His business 
prospered. He died aged 72 in 1936. Probate records show he left £9,984 4s. 8d to 
be shared between Mabel and Edward, who was then an undertaker.  
Edward James (b.1893), his eldest son, enlisted during WW1 as James Edward, aged 
22.  His occupation was given as undertaker and he became a gunner in the 



 

 

Regimental Field Artillery, service number 495591. He was sent to France in 1916 as 
part of the Ammunition Columns. His medical record shows he had influenza in 1916 
and at some point was recorded as ‘missing’. The war had been going for three years 
by 1917 and the push forward had resulted in a great loss of life so perhaps the 
monument was constructed at a time when the father felt he was mourning a lost 
son.  Whatever the reason behind it, in June 1918 Mr Cole wrote to the War Office 
for news of his son. This would indicate his father believed him either lost in combat 
or dead. During August he received a letter from the Red Cross informing him that 
Edward James was a Prisoner of War in Germany. His records showed that he had 
dysentery in 1918 and he was released to the General Hospital Edinburgh on the 12th 
March 1919. His records also show he was put on the reserve list in 1919 and 
received the British War and Victory Medal FRA in 1921. He married Hilda Mercer 
(b.1894) in 1922.  
E.J. Cole senior was married to a girl from Fazeley called Sarah Jane Smith (1859-
1938) Three Smiths’ were lost from Amington. Were these relatives of Mr Cole’s 

wife? To date there is not a satisfactory 
answer. The Cole family had three other 
children after their marriage in 1889 (one 
died according to the 1911 census).  A 
daughter Mabel Mary (b.1895) and Fred 
(1897 – 1984) were the surviving children. 
Fred, can be seen in photos, both with his 
father and in his father’s car as he was 
growing up. Fred married Evelyn Mary 
Shakespear (1900 – 1980) and Mabel 
married Frank Swinnerton.  

 

 Two additional names are to be added to the 21 already known. One man 
discovered, F.A. Stokes, is not associated with Amington as he was born outside the 
area, but he died of meningitis due to gas poisoning in 1919, shortly after 
demobilisation, while living in an Amington public house. He is buried in an 
unmarked grave in the cemetery where the monument stands. The scouts had kindly 
undertaken to raise money towards recording the circumstances on a headstone but 
a local company, E.F. Edwards, has offered to make a tablet for the grave free of 
charge. Tamworth Borough Council is waiving charges to put it in place. Descendants 
of F.A. Stokes were traced after an article was published in Tamworth Herald.  They 
had been unable to trace his grave until then. 

 

 An Information board (lectern style) is to be added to the refurbished area to show 
a map of The Western Front and where the 23 soldiers died. Their names will also be 
added to the base of the monument.   

 

 A Website www.amingtonwarmemorial.com has been created which records details 
of this project and the history of each individual. Interest has already been shown by 
other memorial researchers and we would like the memorial added to a National 
database, viz. the UK National Registry of War Memorials.  
 

http://www.amingtonwarmemorial.com/


 

 

 
Those who died 
 
E. Bazeley,  W.E.Cope, E. Fane, E. Fielding, W.C. Godderidge,  
T.R. Hartwell, G.W.Hughes, W. Garner Hughes, J. Lycett,  E. 
Mason, H.I. Perry, F. Deppierraz Perry, F. Stephens, E.F. Smith,  
H. Smith, T. Smith, J. Talbott, B. Upperdine, A.T. Weston DCM 
(photo) S.A. Weston, J. Williamson, W. Williamson, J. Wood. 
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